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NARRATIVE  

 

 
Narrative 
The Town of Ayer grew up around the railroad industry in the 1840's and the 
railroad continued as a major force in shaping Ayer's economy through the   
early 1900's.  Railroad switching yards, tanneries and mills prospered as a 
result of railroad transportation in the area which is now the Central      
Business District.  Ayer is served by commuter rail service today and the   
town is within easy access of three major roadways, I-495, I-290 and Route  
2.                                                                          
While Ayer is primarily residential, the close proximity to these major     
transportation links fueled industrial development throughout the town      
which made the manufacturing industry the largest employers in the town in  
the 1980's.  However, by 1990, the service sector had become the            
community's largest employer, followed closely by retail trade employment.  
Commercial activity and retail activity has continued to expand in Ayer.    
The town is one of the four communities that serves as a host to Fort       
Devens, a major influence on the town.  Fort Devens employs almost 8,000    
people and has been a major factor in the local and regional economy.  The  
pending closing of Fort Devens will have a profound impact on Ayer and the  
town is seeking to address and mitigate this impact as well as the effect   
of recent increases in poverty and decreases in population.                 
        (Narrative supplied by community)                          
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
Northeastern Massachusetts, bordered by Shirley on the west, Groton on the       
north, Littleton on the east, and Harvard on the south. Ayer is located 27 miles 
northeast of Worcester, 35 miles northwest of Boston, and 207 miles from New     
York City. 

Total Area: 9.57 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 9.02 sq. miles  
 
Population: 6,871  
 
Density: 762 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(Clinton Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....23.4°F   
   Normal temperature in July........71.3°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......47.0"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   Ayer                                                                             

Regional Planning Agency 
   Montachusett                                                 

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
   Boston                           
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GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (978) 772-3642 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
 

Form of Government 
   Board of Selectmen                         
   Executive Secretary                        
   Open Town Meeting                          

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1871   

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
 
                         Number     %   
   Total Registered        2,696    
         
 
   Democrats                 812    30.1  % 
   Republicans               371    13.8  % 
   Other parties              10     0.4  % 
   Unenrolled Voters       1,503    55.7  % 

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 
 

Housing Information: (Units, occupancy, value, structure type, year built, etc.) - 
U.S. Census Bureau Tables        
  
Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
Residential Building Permits (New single and multi family; monthly, YTD & historical) - 
U.S. Census Bureau Tables 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory  

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments. 

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

 
   Conventional State:      74        
   Conventional Federal:     0  

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP:              9     
   Federal (Section 8):      0             
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TRANSPORTATION 
 

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   The principal highway is State Route 2, the old Mohawk Trail, which runs    
   across northern Massachusetts. State Route 140 and Interstate 190 connect   
   the region to Worcester. The Springfield Terminal Railway line (the former  
   Boston and Maine Railroad) parallels Route 2 and provides access to the     
   network of intermodal facilities serving central and eastern Massachusetts. 
 
 
 

Major Highways 
   Principal highways are State Routes 2A, 110, and 111.                       
 
 
 

Rail  
   Commuter rail service is available to North Station, Boston. Travel time:   
   66-73 minutes; no parking. Conrail and the Springfield Terminal Railway     
   (STRR) offer freight service to Ayer, which is the site of an intermodal    
   facility opened by the STRR in 1993. Conrail operates an auto transloading  
   facility for newly manufactured motor vehicles in Ayer. Contact number for  
   Conrail: (617) 783-6222; for the STRR: (978) 663-1073 
 

Bus  
   Ayer is a member of the Montachusett Regional Transit Authority (MRTA).     
   There is no fixed route service and  MRTA provides paratransit services to  
   the elderly and disabled through the Council on Aging.                      
 
 

Other  
   Fitchburg Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility, has 2        
   asphalt runways 4,511' and 3,502' long.  Instrument approaches available:   
   Non-precision. Shirly Airport, a privately owned public use facility, has a 
   3,250'x 55' asphalt runway with a copter approach.                          
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog  
MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   None 

RECREATION 
 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   Nashoba Community Hospital                  
    

Long Term Care 
   Apple Valley Continuing Care                
   Woodford Of Ayer Nursing Home               
    

Hospices 
   None 

Rest Homes 
   None 
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source 
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality 
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, 
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has 
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take 
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.  


